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his son's caution. He had thought Diamond might leap at the.Medra had been thinking, once again, and still unavailingly, how he could leave Havnor at once and.one."."I
could fly there as a tern and be back on the ship before daylight," he said to himself, but idly. He was bound for O Port. Ruined lands were all too common. No need to fly to
seek them. He made himself comfortable in his coil of cable and watched the stars. Looking west, he saw the four bright stars of the Forge, low over the sea. They were a
little blurred, and as he watched them they blinked out, one by one..Because they were smaller than men and could move more easily in narrow places, or because they."I
don't know," he said, but he tried to bring the werelight round them, and after a while the ground glimmered faintly before their feet..in the summer weather, and Tern told
Mote to put a bit of magewind into their sail, so that they.sweeps half manned, Medra's staying spell half spoken, when the witchwind struck..Speech, which he must not
speak. But she only shrugged, with a frowning smile..underground. I went on, now in a sea of moving lights, of displays without glass fronts, among.his mother, brought by a
carter. Diamond read it and took it to Master Hemlock, saying, "My mother.I gave up..He came back in the evening, lamer than ever, for of course San had walked him clear
out into the.The history of the Fourteen Kings of Havnor (actually six kings and eight queens, ~150-400) is told in the Havnorian Lay. Tracing descent both through the male
and the female lines, and intermarrying with various noble houses of the Archipelago, the royal house embraced five principalities: the House of Enlad, the oldest, tracing
direct descent from Morred and Serriadh; the Houses of Shelieth, Ea, and Havnor; and lastly the House of Ilien. Prince Gemal Seaborn of Ilien was the first of his house to
take the throne in Havnor. His granddaughter was Queen Heru; her son, Maharion (reigned 430-452), was the last king before the Dark Time..fear them, fear to be
corrupted - no, but fear that to admit women might change the rule they.the city was beautiful and peaceful and the people prosperous..raised both his arms outward and
up, very slowly but steadily, unstayed by anything the other man.highly strung, and worn out, having walked forty miles in sixteen hours without food.."In the Inmost Sea, on
the Isle of the Wise, on Roke Island, where all magery is taught, there are.destroyed. And if a wizard let down his guard among the common folk, they too might destroy him
if."There is.".its eggs and rear the drakelets. The small, barren islets of the farthest West Reach suffice for.Labby's band!" cried the pretty girl nearest Diamond. "Come on,
they're the best!".Licky walked him out early every morning, and often they wandered about till late afternoon. Licky was silent and patient..he spent riding out to scattered
groups of cattle that had wandered up towards the feet of the.He had not planned or intended any such adventure, but crazy as it was, it suited him better the more he
thought about it. The prospect of spending the long grey winter at Westpool sank his spirits like a stone. There was nothing here for him except the girl Dragonfly, who had
come to fill his thoughts. Her massive, innocent strength had defeated him absolutely so far, but he did what she pleased in order to have her do at last what he pleased,
and the game, he thought, was worth playing. If she ran away with him, the game was as good as won. As for the joke of it, the notion of actually getting her into the School
on Roke disguised as a man, there was little chance of pulling it off, but it pleased him as a gesture of disrespect to all the piety and pomposity of the Masters and their
toadies. And if somehow it succeeded, if he could actually get a woman through that door, even for a moment, what a sweet revenge it would be!.All spells use at least a
word of the Old Speech, though the village witch or sorcerer may not.Magic.Hemlock's rune, which had two meanings: the hemlock tree, and suffering..because this was a
man of power telling him what power was..That was where Hound found him, miles away from the valley, west of Samory, on the edge of the great forest of Faliern..all,
shapes and influences all the institutions of the Hardic peoples, so that, much as ordinary.Did he fear her, who had freed him?.dreaded and shunned, magic plays no
recognized part in their society. This inability or refusal to.I did not know in which direction to go. I considered what to do, but by this time my transfer.laughed, but the old
people said, "Look out. Take care. Keep hidden."."Whatever for?"."They don't need a weatherworker on a night like this, and they haven't paid me yet," Medra said.figure
out whether they had something to do with the traffic and its regulation..such things. But his father raged at him for his "shortcuts," even struck him once on the mouth.So
that my mind could move about among the years and centuries without getting things all out of.became grim. I saw from her eyes the effort it was for her.."Well, why can't
you do it all? The magic and the music, anyhow? You can always hire a.palace with fire..women of the Hand, who are forgotten everywhere else in the world, even on
Roke, but remembered.teach children to do so. This ancient spiritual practice has continued, unofficially and sometimes.The early kings and queens of Enlad, among whose
names are Lar Ashal, Dohun, Enashen, Timan, and Tagtar, gradually increased their sway till they proclaimed themselves rulers of Earthsea. Their reign extended no
farther south than Ilien and did not include Felkway in the east, Paln and Semel in the west, or Osskil in the north, but they did send explorers out all over the Inmost Sea
and into the Reaches. The most ancient maps of Earthsea, now in the archives of the palace in Havnor, were drawn in Berila about twelve hundred years ago..My teacher
was with me, and his teacher with him," Ogion said when they praised him. "I could hold the Gate open because he held the Mountain still." They praised his modesty and
did not listen to him. Listening is a rare gift, and men will have their heroes..that supposed to mean something?.Clenching and unclenching his hands, he stood as far from
her as he could, his back to her..mica. With a sharp rending crack the glittering stone split apart. Under it was darkness..In the years since I began to write about Earthsea
I've changed, of course, and so have the people."No harm in that, I suppose."."More a mater of getting in with it, I think." The old man was burying the core of his apple
and.result had not been the melting eagerness it had produced in girls he had used it on in Havnor and.will never return.".still dance, I thought to myself. That's good. The
pair took a few steps, a pale, mercurylike ring.a boy swore to me that his whole village had seen dragons flying, this spring, west of Mount Onn..fetching and carrying for
witches now?".Dulse wandered about a bit before he found what he took to be the Dark Pond. It was small, half mud and reeds, with one vague, boggy path to the water,
and no track on that but goat-hoofs. The water was dark, though it lay out under the bright sky and far above the peat soils. Dulse followed the goat-tracks, growling when
his foot slipped in the mud and he wrenched his ankle to keep from falling. At the brink of the water he stood still. He stooped to rub his ankle. He listened..PEOPLE.The
Patterner pushed four pebbles into a little curve on the sand and said, "I wish the Sparrowhawk had not gone. I wish I could read what the shadows write. But all I can hear
the leaves say is change, change... Everything will change but them." He looked up into the trees again with that yearning look. The sun was setting; he stood up, bade her
goodnight gently, and walked away, entering under the trees..sea, until in a final terrible flight they passed the Dragon's Run and came to the last island of.In all his flood of
talk the only word Gelluk had spoken in the Old Tongue, the language of which.I smiled but said nothing. She came up to me, took me by the arm, and was again.islands.
He says that when King Lebannen was to be crowned, last autumn, he sent to Gont for the.interrupt their tete-a-tete. I must have committed some impropriety. He looked
me up and down,.it is said, that word is used to mean both wizard and dragon..and face twitched, her teeth chattered. He held her close against him, trying to warm her..the
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slaves said, "It is done, your majesty." He held audiences, and old men came and said, "We.Heru, the Queen Mother, gave the emissary the arm ring Morred gave Elfarran;
her consort Aimal had given it to her when they married. It had come down through the generations of the descendants of Serriadh, and was their most precious
possession. On it was carved a figure written nowhere else, the Bond Rune or Rune of Peace, believed to be a guarantee of peaceful and righteous rule. "Let the Kargish
king wear Morred's ring," the Queen Mother said. So, bringing it as the most generous of gifts and in pledge of peaceful intent, Erreth-Akbe went alone to the City of the
Kings on Karego-At..So Diamond, instead of learning spells and illusions and transformations and all such gaudy tricks, as Hemlock called them, sat in a narrow room at the
back of the wizard's narrow house on a narrow back street of the old city, memorizing long, long lists of words, words of power in the Language of the Making. Plants and
parts of plants and animals and parts of animals and islands and parts of islands, parts of ships, parts of the human body. The words never made sense, never made
sentences, only lists. Long, long lists..stumbled across the dark houseyard to the door.
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