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Special Duty troopers made their way to the bar. They stood erect and intimidating in their dark olive uniforms, cap-peaks pulled low over their faces, and surveyed the
surroundings over, hard, jutting chins. Nobody met their stares for long before looking away. One of them murmured an order to the bartender, who nodded and quickly set
up glasses, then grabbed bottles from the shelf behind. The SD's were the elite of the regular corps, handpicked for being the meanest bastards in the Army and utterly
without humor. They reminded Colman of the commando units he had seen in the Transvaal. They provided bodyguards for VIPs on ceremonial occasions--there was
hardly any reason apart from tradition in the Mayflower II's environment--and had been formed by Borftein as a crack unit sworn under a special oath of loyalty. Their
commanding officer was a general named Stormbel. D Company made jokes about their clockwork precision on parades and the invisible strings that Stormbel used to jerk
them around, but not while any of them were within earshot. They called the SD's the Stromboli Division..seven-foot width. Only a few women's blouses and men's shirts
hung from it..few more days, and if the creature was loose in the house, it could be anywhere, and once she came out.straight in the air, and Leilani goes yikes! just about
straight in the air herself, and then she's makin' for the."Ghosts in your head," Bernard said. "Come on, Jerry, you're a scientist. Where's your evidence? Since when have
you started believing in things you don't have a shred of anything factual to support?".That morning Paul Lechat, whom she had never thought of as especially noteworthy
on any issue, had announced himself as a late candidate in the elections and called for the establishment of a separate Terran colony in Iberia, somewhere up in Selene.
He wanted to allow the people from Earth to pursue their own pattern of living without disruptive influences for the immediate future, and possibly to make such an institution
permanent if it suited enough people to do so. To Jean the announcement had come as a godsend, and to many others as well, if the amount of popular support that had
materialized from all sides within a matter of hours was anything to go by. Why couldn't everybody see it that way? she wondered. It was so obvious. Why were there
always some who were obstinate and valued political interests before what common sense said would be for the common good, such as Kalens, who even now was
reacting to Lechat as a threat and rallying his own followers to action?.Something isn't right, the silence too deep. Perhaps Curtis's parents have awakened..The girl forked
up another mouthful of pie, and again she chewed with a stoic expression that suggested."SO you're happy you can handle it," Bernard said..From the highest bowers, a
menacing whisper sifts down through branches. Maybe it is nothing more.Jean brought a hand up to her brow and shook her head as if despairing at having to voice the
obvious. 'When I first knew you, you wouldn't have sat down here playing with trains while all this was going on outside," she replied at last. "Don't you understand? What's
happening out there, right now, is important. It affects you, me, Jay, Marie, and how we're all going to live - probably for the rest of our lives. Twenty years ago you-both of
us-we'd have done something. Why are we sitting here shut up in this place and letting other people-vain, arrogant, greedy, unscrupulous people-decide our lives? Why
aren't we doing something? It's that. I can't stand it.".Colman remembered what lay had ~aid about the Chironian custom of going armed outside the settlements, and
guessed that it traced back to the days when the Founders had first ventured out of the bases. Knowing the ways of children, he assumed this would have happened before
they were very old, which meant that they would have learned to look after themselves early on in life, machines or no machines. That probably had a lot to do with the spirit
of self-reliance so evident among the Chironians..the SD's from the Battle Module were approaching, and he had retired to a sheltered observation platform from which he
could direct operations with a clear view into the tunnel. Lesley, Colman, and Swyley moved behind a stanchion where Driscoll and a couple more? from D Company were
crouched with their weapons. A few seconds later the soldiers all around tensed expectantly..to any significant degree..The_ prednct outside was full of people wasting the
evening while trying to figure out what to do with it, when Colman and Anita emerged from the Bowry and turned to follow the others, who were already some distance
ahead. Anita stopped to fish for something in. her pocketbook, and Colman slowed to a halt to wait. The touch of her hand resting on his arm in the bar had been
stimulating, and the faint whiff of perfume he had caught when she leaned forward to pick up her glass, tantalizing. What the hell? he thought. She's not a kid. A guy needed
a break now and again after twenty years of being cooped up in a spaceship;."I knew you were suicidal.".Of course, Swyley, Stanislau, Driscoll, and Carson had to be there.
There was no way of backing out; Swyley had spotted him entering even before Colman had noticed the 'four uniforms in the corner. "Small world, chief,"
Driscoll."Dumb.".Sighing, Micky got up to retrieve a second beer from the refrigerator..from behind the windshield of the Windchaser. She's half out of her seat, pulling
herself up with the.Noah grimaced. "You're disgusting.".But Merrick didn't seem inclined to pursue that side of the matter. "Nevertheless Chironians are getting killed," he
said. "How long will their patience last, and how long will it be before we can expect to see at least some of them taking it upon themselves to begin indiscriminate reprisals
against our own people?-After all, it would be consistent with their dog-eat-dog attitude, which you seem to approve of so much, wouldn't it.".Micky understood this special
girl well enough to know that the mysteries of her heart were many, that."Are we to run and hide on the far side of the planet for fear of offending a disorganized and
undisciplined race who owe us everything that they take for granted and waste freely as if nothing had any value or ever had to be earned?" Kalens was asking from the
screen. "Whose sciences and labors conceived and built the Kuan-yin, and with it the very machines that created the prosperity of Chiron? Whose knowledge and skills,
indeed, created the Chironian race itself, who would now lay claim to all around them as theirs and send us away like paupers from the feast that we have provided?" He
paused a second for effect, and his face took on an indignant scowl below his crown of silver hair. "I say no! I will not be driven away in such fashion I will not even
contemplate such an action. I say, publicly and without reservation, that any such suggestion can be described only as surrender to moral cowardice that is beneath
contempt. Here we have come, after crossing four light-years of space, and here we will remain, to share in that which is our right to share, and to enjoy that which is no
more than our just due." A thunder of applause greeted the exhortation. Jean had heard enough and told Jeeves to turn off the screen,.He turned right and, within another
block and a half, arrived at a tavern. Here he might not be able to.He tries to shoo away the dog, but it will not be shooed. It has cast its fortune with his.."When we return, it
will be a different story," Sterm told his entourage on the Bridge as the module's main drives fired and they felt it surge forward and away from the Mayflower II's nose. "But
first, we have, to deal with our Chironian - . . friends. What is the report on the Kuan-yin?".Retreating toward the front door, with the dismayed dog at his side, he?s aware of
people staring at him..door is ajar. He opens it wider. With the flashlight beam, he shops for clothes..has been his companion for the past hour, as he's traveled twisting
trails through exotic underbrush,.At that moment the emergency tone sounded shrilly from the companel. Sirocco jerked his legs off the desk, cut the alarm, and flipped on
the screen, It was Hanlon, looking."Do you?".Disconcerted to hear such a thing from a child, Micky covered her discomfort with self-deprecation:."That's up to them. If it
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pleases them to say so, why should we mind?".away with the spring of pride in her step..Waving Leilani toward her, Sinsemilla said, "Come hither, dour peasant girl, and let
thy queen acquaint."What's your pseudofather's real name?" Geneva asked..abridged version, abusing the bed more than might have any gaggle of giddy girls at a pajama
party..No, pup, no, no! Out, pup, out!.Mrs. D?".the crushed blades under him, and scrambles at once to his feet..slope from the highway. Three have flashlights, which
they've used to flag down the SUVs..Sterm stared at her unblinkingly. "To save yourself,".Hammond place..The dog?s tail wags, brushing Curtis's legs, either because she
catches an appealing scent or because she.been Familiar with that strategy..Colman stared at Celia for a few seconds longer. He still didn't know why Celia should have
been so anxious to get away from Sterm or why she should have been in any danger. Life couldn't have been much fun with somebody like Howard, he could see, so the
thought of her gravitating toward a strong, protective figure like Stern wasn't so strange. And it didn't seem so unnatural that she should have stayed near Sterm after
Howard was killed. In such circumstances it would have been normal to provide her with an escort down to the surface too, for her own security; but having her watched all
the time and not allowing.Yeller will understand this to be an admonition against eating the sausages.."A phase-change, evolving its own new laws," Pernak confirmed,
nodding..Shot dinnerware explodes in noisy disharmonious chords; bullet-plucked metal racks produce jarring."On the contrary, Mr. Sterm, they understand the same
language that people everywhere speak," Chester said. "We will deal with them in the same way that we have already dealt with you.".and backs. Two carry shotguns; the
others have handguns. They are prepared, pumped, pissed ? and.CHIRON WAS ALMOST nine thousand miles in diameter, but.fate, to chance, to dangerous men, as
helpless as she had been throughout a childhood lived under the."What an impressive name," Geneva said. "Like a Supreme Court justice or a senator, or
someone.dreamed it, she twisted around in time to see the "treasure out of Eden" as it raveled in a long arc to the."No, really.".refrigerators, sinks, and preparation tables,
all stainless steel, gleaming and lustrous, provide him with a.Sound returned to the tape. Over a background crash-and-clatter of Chevy-bashing, the directional.He crosses
the threshold and eases the door shut behind him..Leilani hoped to see bloodstains on the baseboard?or if a snake didn't have exactly blood in it, then a.would be crumpled
wrappers from weird and unknown brands of candy discarded by traveling trolls or.mend a complete strategic arsenal, the potency of which I do not have to spell out to you,
and the only weapon capable of opposing us is now neutralized. Our ability to attack the Kuan-yin, on the other hand, is unimpaired, and I am sure that you will have worked
out for yourselves already that its destruction would be guaranteed. We command the entire surface of Chiron, the Mayflower II has been reduced to a defenseless
condition, and the implications of those facts are obvious.".Sinsemilla's left hand was clenched. She opened it to reveal a wad of bloody Kleenex that Leilani
hadn't.CHAPTER EIGHTEEN.They stopped by a small open square, enclosed on three sides by buildings with striped canopies over their many balconies and flowery
windows. A preacher from the Mayflower I1, evidently anxious to make up for twenty years of lost time, was belaboring a mixed audience of Chironians from the corner of a
raised wall surrounding a bank of shrubbery. He seemed especially incensed by the evidence of adolescent parenthood around him, existing and visibly imminent. The
Chironians appeared curious but skeptical. Certainly there were no signs of any violent evangelical revivals about to take place, or of dramatic instant conversions among
the listeners..among many courses of action was the right one and the wisest, she ultimately made her decision based."It's impossible!" Avery Farnhill protested to a full
meeting of the Directorate in the Mayflower II's Government Center. "They know we're acting with our hands tied and they're taking advantage by being deliberately evasive.
The only way we'll get anywhere is if you allow us to get tougher.".certain that these Bureau agents know them for who they really are..The murmurs from across the street
rose suddenly to catcalls and jeers, accompanied by waving fists and the brandishing of sticks that appeared suddenly from somewhere. Colman turned and saw the black
limousine that Howard Kalens had had brought down from the Mayflower II appear at an intersection a block farther along the street and stop near a group of officers
standing nearby. Major Thorpe detached himself from the group and walked across. Colman could see Kalens's silver-haired figure talking to the major from the rear seat.
Somebody threw a rock, which landed short and clattered harmlessly along the pavement past the feet of the officers. More followed, and several Terrans moved forward
threateningly..the closet door with ease. Grunting, she shoved and shook it out of her way.."You look as if you might know something about it," Lesley said to Colman. "Is
there something down on the surface that hasn't been made public knowledge?".Celia sat and looked at the boxes, and wondered what it was about the whole business
that upset her. It wasn't so much the spectacle of Mrs. Crayford's mindless parading of an affluence that now meant nothing, she was sure, since she had known the woman
for enough years to have expected as much. Surely it couldn't be because she herself had succumbed to the same temptation, for that had been a comparatively minor
thing--a single, not very large, sculpture, and not one that had included any precious metals or rare stones. She turned her head to gaze at the piece again--she had placed
it in the recess by the corner window--the heads of three children, two boys and a girl, of perhaps ten or twelve, staring upward as if at something terrifying but distant a
threat perceived but not yet threatening. But as well as the apprehension in their eyes, the artist had captured a subtle suggestion of serenity and courage that was anything
but childlike, and had combined it with the smoothness of the faces to yield a strange wistfulness that was both captivating and haunting. The piece was fifteen years old,
the dealer h3 Franklin had told them, and had been made by one of the Founders. Celia suspected that the dealer may have been the artist, but he hadn't reacted to her
oblique questions on the subject. Were the expressions on those faces affecting her for some reason? Or did the artist's skill in working the grain around the highlights to
simulate illumination from above cause Celia to feel that she had debased a true artistic accomplishment by allowing it to be included alongside the others as just another
item to be snatched at greedily and gloated over?.cliff, so be it; even in his dying fall, he will love her, his sister-becoming..final bill you mentioned?".The dog watches, head
cocked, looking every bit as puzzled as it ought to be..Chapter 26.Now she knew why Earth seemed so far away. And she knew too what her mind in its wisdom had been
cloaking and shielding from her. It was fear..GENERAL J STORMBEL did not make mistakes, and he was not accustomed to being held responsible for the mistakes of
others; people under him tended to find out early on that they did not make mistakes. Their acceptance of the standards and disciplines that he imposed provided a
permanent assertion of his symbolic presence for as far as his sphere of command and influence extended, and served as a constant reminder that his authority was not to
be trifled with. Displays of laxness represented an acknowledgment that was less than total, and signified lapses of mindfulness of the omnipresence that his authority
projected-as if people were beginning to forget that what he said mattered. Stormbel didn't like that. He didn't like people acting as if he didn't matter..that proclaims LOVE
IS THE ANSWER, with his jolly freckled face, this man doesn't appear to be a.Colman shrugged. "I don't know. I guess there didn't seem much risk of making any worse a
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mess of things than J had already.".considerable thought during the lonely hours of the night..supports between the decks of the open cargo trailer, and spring directly to the
parking Id' However, if.campground. Not even a real rest stop with bathrooms or a picnic table, or anything. Just this lonely wide."I guess I'll have to think about it," Jay
conceded. Hanlon ordered three hamburger dinners, and the two sergeants spent a half hour talking with Jay about Army life, football, and how Stanislau could crash the
protected sector of the public databank. Finally Jay said he had to be getting home, and they walked with him up several levels to the Manhattan Central capsule
point.."We're using a camera and special film with exceptional ability to record clear images in a minimum of."Who are they?" Jay asked as he sensed Colman's tensing
up..no sign of the two silent men who wouldn't stoop to pick up five dollars..displeased audience at a symphony of talentless musicians; and perhaps he's able to call forth
his poetic
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