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that Jay had picked for himself. Jay's cases and boxes were still lying in an untidy pile that stretched along one wall beneath a litter of books, charts, tools, and a heap of
mirrors and optical components scrounged from Jerry Pernak a month or so previously for a holographic microscope that Jay said he was going to make. The carcass of a
stripped-down industrial process control computer was lying on the floor by the bed, along with more boxes, an Army battle helmet and ammunition belt--both souvenirs of
Jay's mandatory cadet, training on the Mayflower II and assorted junk from a medium-duty fluid clutch assembly, the intended purpose of which was a complete mystery,
Jay himself had disappeared early on to go off exploring. Bernard shrugged to himself. If Jay wonted to leave the work until the end of the day when he would be tired, that
was his business.."Oh, baby, Lani, I shoulda been getting this on the camcorder," groaned Sinsemilla. "We'd win big bucks.cross the median strip and attempt to hitchhike
east, either, because the traffic whizzing past in that."My age?"."I know ladybugs," Noah said. "They all love the night.".He turned his head back to look at her. "Yes?"."Are
you planning to grant it?" Noah asked..Jarvis appeared Suddenly in the doorway beside Chaurez. "Three companies in battle order have arrived at the Spindle and are
heading forward, and more are on their way from the Ring," he announced. "Also there is a detachment from the Battle Module coming up one of the aft feeder ramps. They
must be coming back to close the lock.".He turned back to find her holding a phial of capsules. She popped one into her mouth and smiled impishly as she offered the phial
to Colman. "It's Saturday, why not live it up a little?" He scowled and shook his head. Anita pouted. "They're good. Shrinks say they relieve repressions and allow the
consciousness to expand. We should get to know ourselves.".voice was even more consoling than her embrace: "Little mouse, you were so quick, so bright, so sweet,.at
the shuttle base. Orders have come down from the ship to move the Chironians ot4t and seal off the whole place. Major Thorp's there with part of A company, and he's
refusing to take SD orders. We've been ordered to send two platoons. Sirocco wants Hanlon to go with them, and you to secure the block in case there's any shooting and it
spreads here.".the crop rows to a rail fence..While the noise was dying away, Sirocco swept his eyes around the room and over the sixty-odd faces that had stayed to the
last, and who, apart from the ten lookouts placed around the block, were all that was left of D Company's original complement of almost a hundred. He was going to need
every one of them, he knew, and even so, it would be cutting things ridiculously thin. But as well as the misgivings that he tried not to show, he felt inwardly moved as he
looked at the men who by all the accepted norms and standards should have been among the first in the Army to have gone. But apart from the SD units, D Company's
record was second to none. It was a tribute to him personally, expressed in the only common language that meant anything to the mixture of oddballs and misfits that fate
had consigned to his charge. But Sirocco had always seen them not as misfits but as individuals, many of them talented in their own peculiar and in some eases bizarre
ways, and had accepted them for what they were, which was all they had ever really wanted. But the term misfit was a relative one, he had come to realize. The world that
had labeled them misfits was the world that had been unable to compel them to conform. Chiron was a world full of individualists who could never be compelled to conform
and who asked only to be accepted for what they were or to be left alone. Every man in D Company had been a Chironian long before planetfall at Alpha Centauri-many
before departing Earth. The highest form of currency that a Chironian could offer was respect, and these Chironians were paying it to him now, just by being there. Their
respect meant more than medals, citations, or promotions, and Sirocco permitted himself a brief moment of pride. For he knew full well that, whatever the outcome of the
operation ahead of them all, it would be the last time they would formally be assembled as D Company..Sirocco tossed out a hand, signaling that he disclaimed
responsibility. "Oh, he saw the way she was talking to you when you were on ceremonial at that July Fourth exhibition last year. That was one thing. Do you remember
that?".Word by word, the girl quieted almost to a whisper, yet her soft voice had the power to hammer open a.Puzzled, lay broke the sealing 'tape and opened the box to
reveal a layer of foam padding and a piece of folded notepaper. Beneath the padding, nestled snugly in tiny foam hollows beneath a cover of oiled paper, was a complete
set of components for the high-pressure cylinder slide valves, finished, polished, and glittering. The note read:.improvement in implant technology, my best hope is to
develop good boobs. You can be a mutant and.just walking back into the bedroom to wait when she heard the door on the far side of the lounge open, and immediately the
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suite was filled with the sounds of bodies moving around and voices calling to each other. A few seconds later Colman appeared in the doorway from the lounge. Celia
started to move toward him instinctively, but he checked her by throwing the roll of packing that Veronica had brought at her face. "You're in the Army," he said gruffly as
she caught it. "Move your ass.".That touched at what was really at the bottom of it all. The unspoken suggestion, which Kalens had been implying and to which everybody
had been responding though few would have admitted it openly, was that the entire social edifice upon which all their interests depended was threatening to fall apart, and
the real attraction of an enclave within a well-defined boundary was More to deter Terrans' leaving than bomb-carrying Chironians' entering. Now that Kalens had come as
close as any would dare to voicing what was at the back of all their minds, all the lobbies and factions stood behind him, and Wellesley knew it. If Wellesley opposed, he
stood to be voted out of office. So, he concurred, and the resolution was passed all but unanimously..Extend your invitations now! Her social calendar is nearly full!
Remember: Only a statistically insignificant.compassion and fairness that were the costume of preference among politicians, but he was still reliably a.CELIA KALENS
STRAIGHTENED the kimono-styled black-silk top over her gold lam? evening dress, then sat back while a white-jacketed steward cleared the dinner dishes from the table.
It's all unreal, she told herself again as she looked around her at the interior of Matthew Sterm's lavish residential suite. Its preponderance of brown leather, polished wood
with dull metal, shag rugs, and restrained colors combined with the shelves of bound volumes visible in the study to project an atmosphere of distinguished masculine
opulence. She had contacted him to say that she needed to talk with him privately-no more--and within minutes he had suggested dinner for two in his suite as,
"unquestionably private, and decidedly more agreeable than the alternatives that come to mind." The quiet but compelling forcefulness of his manner had made it
impossible somehow for her to do anything but agree. She told Howard that she was returning to the ship for a night out with Veronica, who was celebrating her
divorce-which at last was true. Though Veronica was celebrating it in Franklin with Casey and his twin brother, she had agreed to confirm Celia's alibi if anybody should ask.
So here Celia was, and even more to her own surprise, dressed for the occasion..dedication is too effusive and in need of cutting. Well, this time she's wrong..Or, for all
Curtis knows, this shirt-clutching stranger might be psychotic rather than psychic. Loony,.At the top is a short hallway. Four doors..Inside, 5tanislau shut down the
flight-control systems, then walked into the passenger compartment without turning on the cabin lights to join Colman, Maddock, Fuller, and Carson, who were sitting with a
large picture-cratepropped between them, and a pile of cartons, tools, andpacking materials around their feet. Veronica was withthem, wearing Army fatigue dress under a
combat blouse,her once long and wavy head of red hair cut short beneath her cap and shorn to regulation length at the back. Maddock climbed over the litter to open the
door, and then climbed out with Carson and Fuller; Stanislau stayedinside to help in the unloading. Colman looked at Veronica's face, shadowy in the subdued light coming
from outside. "Feel okay?" he asked..had these memory problems now and then, ever since I was shot in the head. A few wires got scrambled.back. With food.".She's a
fantastically large person, nearly as round as she is tall: bosoms the size of goose-down pillows,.than the one he'd suppressed..Sincerely, he said, "Damn, you would have
been a funny Minnie." "You're probably just like my dad..Just then, two Chironian girls strolled around the corner from the narrow corridor. They looked fresh and pretty in
loose blouses worn over snug-fitting slacks, and had lightweight stretch-boots of some silvery, lustrous material. One of them had brown, wavy hair with a reddish tint to it,
and looked as if she were in her mid-thirties; the other was a blonde of perhaps twenty-two. For a split second, Driscoll felt an instinctive twinge of apprehension at the
thought of looking ridiculous, but the girls showed no surprise. Instead they paused and looked at him not unpleasantly, but with a hint of reserve as if they wanted to smile
but weren't quite sure if they should..And then Jay, who had been looking from one to the other, walked back to his father and started to talk persuasively in a low voice.
Bernard hesitated, looked across at Colman again, and then took a deep breath and came haltingly across with lay beside him. "It's been a long time," he mumbled. His
eyes wandered away and then came back to look Colman directly in the face. "Look, Steve, about that time up on the ship in the pump bay. I, er... I--".On the Bridge of the
Battle Module, Colonel Oordsen turned his head from the screen that had just gone dead in front of him. On an adjacent screen, another SD officer 'was reporting from a
position farther back at a longitudinal bulkhead. "Negative at Number Two Aft," Oordsen said to Stenn, who was watching grim faced. "They'll be through there in a matter of
minutes.".CHAPTER THIRTY-FOUR.Colman's top-echelon, part-time mistress was Celia Kalens..Burt Hooper takes this upbraiding without offense, cackles with
amusement, and says, "If I got to.of the FBI, but not in the least heartened by this unexpected development..not being the boss of her.".under the chest of drawers..Because
for the first time ever, he had the feeling that he was somebody-- not just "Sergeant, U.S. Army, or "Serial Number 5648739210," or "White, Anglo-Saxon, Male," but "Steve
Colman, Individual, Unique Product of the Universe.".Past the galley and dining nook lies a combination bathroom and laundry. The dog's panting acquires a.Leilani went
into the bathroom, switched on the light and the fan. She closed the door and locked her."Sure they can. Even before Dr. Doom, Sinsemilla was footloose. She says we
lived in Santa Fe, San.that might encompass. He has never been to a carnival, but he imagines that the excitement he feels about.hot as her anger had been in the past,
but it had the potential to quicken. The long day of rejection left her.whenever they need it. For the time being, however, they are spared the humiliation of committing
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