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among the stuff to accomplish quickly. "I should," Tom agreed, "but the point is this. . ." With the finesse of a magician, he allowed the salt shaker to slip out of the
concealment of his palm, and stood it beside the pepper. "This is also me.".Then by ambulance to the hospital, whisked into surgery, and for a while, blessed
unconsciousness..Frustrated on many levels, Junior hurried to a parking lot one block from the detective's office, where he'd left his new Chevrolet Impala convertible. This
Chinese-red machine was even more beautiful when wet with rain than it had looked polished and pristine on the showroom floor..She only half understood their frantic
conversation, partly because the ability to concentrate was draining from her along with her lifeblood, but also because she was distracted by Joey. He was no longer in the
wreck, but standing at the open rear door of the ambulance..Yet the coin was as real as dead Naomi broken on the stony ridge at the foot of the fire tower..He closed his
eyes again and seemed asleep, but then as she clicked off the lamp, he murmured, "You have your halo again."."He's a hollow man," Vanadium said. "He believes in
nothing. Hollow men are vulnerable to anyone who offers them something that might fill the void and make them feel less empty. So-".When his stomach rolled uneasily and
his scalp prickled, he was seized by panic, certain that he was going to suffer both violent nervous emesis and severe hives, breaking out and chucking up at the same

toddler-town-zoo.pdf
Page 2/5

time. He popped the capsules into his mouth but couldn't produce enough saliva to swallow them, so he turned on the faucet, filled his cupped hands with water, and drank,
dribbling down the front of is jacket and sweater..This trick, however, was far more difficult than walking where the rain wasn't. Sustaining vision took both a mental and
physical toll from him..They were in the rain, the solid-glassy-pounding-roaring rain, every bit as much as Gene Kelly had been when he danced and sang and capered
along a storm-soaked city street in that movie, but whereas the actor had been saturated by the end of the number, these two children remained dry. Tom's eyes strained to
resolve this paradox, even though he knew that all miracles defied resolution..The next thing he knew, he was at the kitchen sink, turning off the water, which he couldn't
remember having turned on. He appeared to have washed the bloody candlestick-it was clean-but he had no recollection of this bit of housekeeping..And speak the tongues
of man and drake..Nolly shuddered. "The wilds of Oregon. I don't intend ever to go there until it's civilized.".Thereafter, he was repelled at the prospect of kissing her, and
their relationship fell apart..Fear clotted in Junior's veins, and he stood like an impacted embolism in the busy flow of pedestrians, certain that he himself would at any
moment succumb to a stroke..At the conclusion of the ceremony, he relinquished his secondhand sight. He would live in darkness until Easter of 1986, though every minute
of the day was brightened by his wife..Admittedly, she had allowed herself to be disturbed by the fall of the cards, too. According them any credibility at all opened the door
to full belief.."Tom," Kathleen said, "I know why you became a cop, I guess. St. Anselmo's Orphanage ... the murders of those children.".The social worker's office once
more. Rain tapping lightly at the window where Dr. Lipscomb had stared intently into the fog as he tried to avoid confronting the life-changing revelation that Phimie,
speaking with the special knowledge of the once-dead, had shown him..As Obadiah lowered himself into a well-worn armchair, he said to Edom, "Son, don't I know you
from somewhere?".Wet cobblestones and tattered blacktop. Hurry, hurry. Past the lighted casement window in the gallery men's room..This Detroit-built gondola would
swiftly navigate the Styx without a black-robed gondolier to pole it onward..During the past week, he had ferreted out what he could about the nurse. She was thirty,
divorced, without kids, and lived alone..As he'd been instructed, Vanadium felt along the return edge of the carved limestone casing to the right of the window until he
located a quarter-inch-diameter steel pin that protruded an inch. The pin was grooved to facilitate a grip. An insistent, steady pull was required, but as promised, the
thumb-turn latch on the inside disengaged.."He must've listened on the car radio," Agnes said, digging down into the layered days in her packed trunk of memories. "He was
trying to get ahead of his work, so he'd be able to stay around the house a lot during the week after the baby came. So he arranged to meet with some prospective clients
even on Sunday. He was working a lot, and I was trying to deliver my pies and meet my other obligations before the big day. We didn't have as much time together as
usual, and even as impressed as he must've been with the sermon, he never had a chance to tell me about it. The next-to-last thing he ever said to me was 'Bartholomew.'
He wanted me to name the baby Bartholomew.".Like autumn-red ivy, lushly leafed vines of flame crawled up the house. The porch under them was ablaze, as well.
Shingles smoldered beneath their feet, and flames ringed the roof on which they stood..He was wrong about this. On the final Friday of every month, in sunshine and in rain,
Junior routinely took a walking tour of the six galleries that were his very favorites, browsing leisurely in each and chatting up the galerieurs, with a one-o'clock break for
lunch at the St. Francis Hotel. This was a tradition with him, and invariably at the end of each such day, he felt wonderfully cozy..He doused the light and crouched
motionless in the absolute darkness, leaning against a wall of the dumpster to steady himself, because his feet were planted in slippery layers of fog-dampened plastic trash
bags.."If I ever get there, I'll be back," she promised the gathered family. "Imagine how much we'll have to talk about. Maybe I'll even get some new pie recipes from Over
There."."I'll come by at eight o'clock for breakfast," Wally suggested. "We have to set a date."."I don't ... don't understand." Blinking sleepily, pretending to be still
thickheaded from tranquilizers and whatever other drugs they were dripping into his veins, Junior was pleased by the note of perplexity in his hoarse voice, although he
knew that even an Oscar-caliber performance would not win over this critic.."If they always go there, smoosh--smoosh, then you're going to wind up with one really fat
finger." *.And now she didn't need him anymore. He gazed at her face, held her cooling hand; his anchor was slipping away from him, leaving him adrift..This declaration
was received seriously by Edom and Jacob, as if the devil often strolled the streets of Bright Beach and from time had been known to snatch little babies from their mothers'
and eat them with mustard..If the state police did get involved, and even if they found evidence that the accident was staged, they would most likely point the finger of blame
at the man for whom Victoria had been preparing dinner..Agnes's faith told her that the world was infinitely complex and full of mystery, and in a peculiar way, Barty's talk of
infinite possibilities supported her belief and gave her the comfort to sleep. Monday morning, New Year's Day, Agnes carried two suitcases out of the back door, set them
on the porch, and blinked in surprise at the sight of Edom's yellow-and-white Ford Country Squire parked in the driveway, in front of the garage. He and Jacob were loading
their suitcases into the car..Certain that he was overreacting, Tom nevertheless left the kitchen as a cop, not a priest, would leave it: staying low, knife thrust in front of him,
clearing the doorframe fast..On he went, up he went, trunk to limb, limb to branch, branch to limb, to limb, to trunk. Hand over hand up the vertical parts, gripping with his
knees, then standing and walking like a tightrope artist along limbs horizontal to the ground, swinging over empty air and stepping from one woody walkway to another, ever
upward toward the highest bower, dwindling as though he were growing younger during the ascent, becoming a smaller and smaller boy. Forty feet, fifty feet, already far
higher than the house, striving toward the green citadel at the summit..In the instant that Junior had shoved Naomi into the rotted railing, he had foreseen this visit from
Rudy, Sheena, and Kaitlin. He'd known he could pretend to be offended at the state's offer to put a price on his loss, could feign revulsion, could resist convincingly--until
gradually, after grueling days or weeks, he reluctantly allowed the indefatigable.Celestina, surprised by Lipscomb's arrival, was still mentally numb from Neddy's harangue.
"Doctor, I didn't know you were coming.".Happy weekend. His attitude amazed her, and his strength in the face of darkness gave her courage..One detail. One only. It was
a crucial detail, however, one that she absolutely must confirm before she left St. Mary's, even if she would be required to look at the child once more, this spawn of
violence, this killer of her sister..A fine carpenter can wield a hammer with an economy of movement and accuracy as elegant as the motions of a symphony conductor with
a baton. A cop directing traffic can make a rough ballet out of the work. However, of all the humble tasks that men and women can transform into visual poetry by the
application of athletic agility and grace, clambering into a Dumpster holds the least promise of beautification...Although she knew how, and although she knew the
pointlessness of asking why, Agnes asked, "Why? Oh, Lord, why must a blind boy climb a tree?".This is, of course, the purpose of art: to disturb you, to leave you uneasy
with yourself and wary of the world, to undermine your sense of reality in order to make you reconsider all that you think you know. The finest art should shatter you
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emotionally, devastate you intellectually, leave you physically ill, and fill you with loathing for those cultural traditions that bind us and weigh us down and drown us in a sea
of conformity. Junior had learned this much, already, from his art appreciation course..Agnes's contractions were getting more frequent and slightly more severe, so she
said, "All right, but let me go tell Edom and Jacob that we're leaving.".Barty paced off the downstairs hallway to the kitchen, thinking about Dr. Jekyll and the hideous Mr.
Hyde..Grace, Celestina, and Paul expressed amusement and amazement at Angel's critical judgment.."So I drew attention to myself. Raised suspicions. One night, in St.
Louis, this rube recognized me from my performing days, even though I'd changed my looks. It was a high-stakes game, but the players weren't high-class. They ganged up
on me, beat me, and then smashed my hands, one finger at a time, with a tire iron."."Cancer," he said, because that was more tragic and far less suspicious than a fall from
a fire tower.."Are you all right?" he asked as he opened the passenger's door and helped her into the car..Agnes held a smile as best she could, determined that her son's
final glimpse of her face would not leave him with a memory of her despair..Exactly. The shock. The devastating loss. Junior felt it now, anew, and was afraid he might
betray himself with tears, although he seemed to be done with vomiting..Now, if Victoria reported to Vanadium that Junior had shown up at her door with a red rose and a
bottle of Merlot and with romance on his mind, the demented detective would be on his ass again for sure. Vanadium might think that the nurse had misinterpreted the
business with the ice spoon, but the intent in this instance would be unmistakable, and the crusading cop-the holy fool-would never give up..He left by the back door, to
avoid the aftermath seeping across the foyer floor. Fog enveloped him, cool and refreshing..open grave. In his hand: the white rose, its thorns slick with his blood. He
dropped the bloom, and it fell out of sight, into the gaping earth, atop Naomi's casket..Wally's help, not just with the apartment, but with his time and love, had made an
incalculable difference..Paul knelt on one knee beside her wheelchair. "This momentous day, Agnes. This momentous day, with all of its beginnings. Hmmm?".He slipped
behind the door and raised the pewter candlestick over his head. Weighing perhaps five pounds, the object made a formidable bludgeon, almost as good as a hammer..At
Thanksgiving dinner, again at the three tables set end to end, in the year of the triple zero, Mary Lampion, now fourteen years old, made an interesting announcement over
the pumpkin pie. In her travels where none but she could go, after seven fascinating years of exploring a fraction of all the infinite worlds, she said she sensed beyond doubt
that, as Barty's mother had told him on her deathbed, there is one special place beyond all the ways things are, one shining place..Surprising himself more than anyone,
Edom also presented his collection to the university. Out with tornadoes, hurricanes, tidal waves, earthquakes, and volcanoes; bring in the roses. He lightly renovated his
small apartment, painted it in brighter colors, and throughout the autumn, he stocked his bookshelves with volumes on horticulture, excitedly planning a substantial
expansion of the rosarium come spring..Agnes hoped that the boy would spend a night or two in her room, until he was reoriented to the house. But Barty wanted to sleep in
his own bed..Junior assumed the dead girl had come from a family of stature in the Negro community, which would explain the stonecarver's accelerated service.
Vanadium, according to his own words, was a friend of the family; consequently, the father was most likely a police officer.."But in 'This Momentous Day,' Bartholomew is
just the disciple, the historical figure, and he's also a metaphor for the unforeseen consequences of even our most ordinary actions.".Junior joined the throngs, although he
had no gift list or feeling for the season. He just needed to get out of his apartment, because he was convinced that the phantom singer would soon serenade him
again.."And in some of them, maybe I died the night you were born, and you live alone with your dad."."That's just ... an old joke," she heard herself saying, as from a
distance. "You didn't really walk between the drops?".Whereas the lone heart at the center of the rectangular white field inspired amazement and delight in her brothers and
in Maria, Agnes reacted to it with dread. She strove to mask her true feelings with a smile as thin as the edge of a playing card.."Let's roll 'em. out," Paul said, and he
returned to the station wagon to ride shotgun beside Agnes..The cop had unzipped the top of her jogging suit and pulled up the roomy T-shirt.At first, he couldn't gather the
nerve to return to the kitchen. He was crazily certain that in his absence, the dead detective would have risen and would be waiting for him..Dense, white, slowly billowing
masses of fog rolled through the neighborhood, scented with woodsmoke from numerous fireplaces, as though everything north to the Canadian border were ablaze..Even
Angel, mere wisp of a cherubim, couldn't squeeze through a seven-inch opening.."I knew," said Wally, braking for a red traffic light, "that you'd be thinking of Phimie now,
and thinking of her would lead you to your father's words, because as short as her life might have been, Phimie was a Bartholomew. She left her mark."."Mrs. Lampion, in a
case like this, I've found that the greatest mercy is directness. Your son has retinoblastoma. A malignancy of the retina."."Well, with so much on His shoulders, He can't
always watch us directly, you know, with His fullest attention every minute, but He's always at least watching from the corner of His eye. You'll be all right. I know you
will.".By Sunday evening, a combination of factors-deep commitment to the philosophy of Zedd, explosive testosterone levels, boredom, self-pity, and a desire to be a
risk-taking man of action once more-motivated Junior to splash a little Hai Karate behind each ear and go courting. Shortly after sunset, with a single red rose and a bottle of
Merlot, he set off for Victoria Bressler's place.
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